
So Members of Congress, this year, during the National Restaurant Association’s annual lobbying days 
on April 29th and 30th, put people, the planet, animal welfare, and the economy before corporations by 
refusing to accept money from this destructive corporate lobby!

The National Restaurant As-
sociation is the lobby of choice 
for the Fortune 500 restaurant 
corporations leading our fast 
food nation. Though the Na-
tional Restaurant Association 
likes to showcase small ‘mom 
and pop’ restaurants, corpo-
rate members like McDonald’s, 
Taco Bell, Starbucks, Wendy’s, 
Burger King, and the largest 
full-service restaurant brand in 
the world, Darden Restaurants 
Inc. (parent to Red Lobster, Ol-
ive Garden, Capital Grille, and 
many others) -- are running the 
show. 

The National Restaurant As-
sociation and its corporate 
members are:

Destroying our environment. 
NRA members are signifi cant 
buyers of protein from large 
consolidated meat and poultry 
companies which are leading 
contributors to global warming 
and water pollution. 

Destroying our health. The 
NRA lobbies aggressively 
against public health initiatives, 
including soda taxes, trans fat 
bans, lowering sodium levels, 
and regulations that limit mar-
keting to children.

Destroying our economy. The 
corporate restaurant indus-
try’s workforce often lives in 
poverty and needs public as-
sistance to get by. Meanwhile, 
CEO compensation for the most 
profi table NRA members has 
never been higher. Most small 
business owners, however, 
support raising the minimum 
wage and many restaurant 
owners see supporting their 
workers and their community 
as the right - and the smart - 
thing to do. 

Destroying our democracy. 
Taking cues from the American 
Legislative Exchange Coun-
cil (ALEC), the NRA has lobbied 
successfully to pass legislation 

that prevents localities from 
getting to vote on paid sick 
days, stripped states of their 
right to enact nutrition labeling 
requirements, and obstructs 
the advancement of women’s 
equality by opposing the Pay-
check Fairness Act, the Preg-
nancy Discrimination Act, and 
the Family Medical Leave Act. 
 
The National Restaurant As-
sociation has blocked mini-
mum wage increases at feder-
al, state, and local levels – it’s 
the leading force keeping the 
federal tipped minimum wage 
at $2.13 an hour since 1991. 
Not only do servers use food 
stamps at double the rate of 
the rest of the US workforce, 
they work for the only industry 
in the world that gets away with 
saying in effect: as the largest 
restaurant companies in the 
country, we shouldn’t have to 
pay our own workers - custom-
ers should with their tips.

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 

-9to5, National Association of Working Women
-Alliance for a Just Society
-Andy Fisher (Co-founder, founding Executive 
Director, Community Food Security Coalition)
-Anna Lappé (Head of Real Food Media Project, 
bestselling author of Diet for a Hot Planet and 
food movement leader)
-Brandworkers
-Community Food and Justice Coalition
-Cook County PLACE MATTERS
-Corporate Accountability International 
-Diane Hatz (Change Food)
-Family Values @ Work
-Food Chain Workers Alliance
-Food Tank Think Tank
-Food & Water Watch
-Jewish Alliance for Law & Social Action
-Kshama Sawant (Seattle City Councilmember* 
and Member of Socialist Alternative)
-Michele Simon (founder of Eat Drink Politics)
-National Domestic Workers Alliance
-National Family Farm Coalition
-National Organization for Women
-PICO National Network

-Planting Justice
-The Praxis Project
-Progressive States Action
-Puget Sound Sage
-Raj Patel (Bestselling author of Stuffed and 
Starved and food movement leader)
-Restaurant Opportunities Centers United
-Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
-United Workers Congress
-Wider Opportunities For Women
-Working America (Community Affi liate of 
the AFL-CIO)
-Working Families Party

*Institutional affiliation listed for identification 
purposes only

We are a broad and growing list of co-signers 
that includes food system and public health 
organizations, activists and writers; women’s 
organizations; workers’ organizations; 
corporate accountability groups; policymakers, 
and more.

Stop taking the National Restaurant Association’s corporate cash!

WWW.STOPTHEOTHERNRA.ORG
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